
Word Pronunciation Japanese Meaning

Onegaishimasu Oh-neigh-guy-she-mahs お願いします Please, after a request

Osusume Oh-sue-sue-may お奨め Recommendation

Sake Sah-kay 酒 In Japan, this means 
“Alcohol” in general

Nihonshu Knee-hon-shoe 日本酒 “Japanese Alcohol” 

(what we call sake in the U.S.)

Karakuchi Car-ah-kuu-chi 辛口 Dry flavor

Amakuchi ah-ma-kuu-chi 甘口 Sweet flavor

Umami U-mah-me 旨味 Savory flavor

Maroyaka Ma-roh-ya-ka 円やか Round, Mellow flavor

Fruity Fruuh-tee フルーティー Fruity flavor

Tsuki Ski 好き To like

Doko no Ken? Dough-ko no Ken どこの県 Which Prefecture (is this from)?

Ichi go Itchy go 一合 One “go” serving size (180 ml)

Ni go Knee go 二合 Two “go” serving size (360 ml)

Okan de Oh-kahn-day お燗 で Asking for sake served warm

Reishu de Ray-shoe-day 冷酒で Asking for sake served chilled.

Sumimasen Sue-me-mah-sen すみません Excuse me!  
(Calling a server over)

Gochisosamadeshita Goh-chee-so-sama-deh-sheeta ご地租様でした Thank you for the meal

(Said when leaving)

Kanpai Kahn-pie 乾杯 Cheers!

Sake Revolution’s guide to

Survival Japanese for Sake

Thanks for Listening to the Sake Revolution Podcast!  In Episode 93, we explain our 
favorite Japanese vocabulary to make your next visit to a sake bar in Japan a lot more 
fun.  Study this cheat sheet to learn all the sake lingo you’ll need to know! Kanpai!
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